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FEBUARY 2026 Newsletter 

President’s Corner 
Calling My Quilty Friends,  

Valentine’s Day is Saturday the 14th; are you ready? Something for your 
significant other, children, or grandchildren. Alice will be looking for your red 
donations at the meeting.  

Thank you to everyone that brought non-perishables items to the January meeting; the folks at the 
Easton Neighborhood Center were very happy with our donations. This challenge continues to the 
February meeting-Outreach Sew-In; I’m requesting each of you to bring nonperishable items to 
the February meeting on the 11th. I volunteer to drop these donations to the Easton Neighborhood 
Center; let’s fill my car. You will get a purple ticket for each item you donate and I will have 2 
special prizes for the winning ticket holders. Let’s help those less fortunate than us.  

I hope to see many of you at the Outreach Sew-In on February 11th. It’s always nice to sit & sew 
with friends and even nicer when you realize you’re doing it for charity. Our membership is a 
generous group that I’m proud to say I’m a member. Come sit, sew & give to others! 

We still need helpers for our 4-H classes for 2026; February 21 we will be making a hand-sewn 
embroidery block under the direction of Kin West & friends. March 14 we will make a scarf using 
the handmade embroidery blocks, 5” squares & fleece. March 21st Jean Konopacz has 
volunteered to teach a bag class; she will be making kits for each of the kids. Let’s support by 
showing up to help on February 21, March 14, & 21 from 9am-noon. Sorry we had to cancel the 
January class due to ice in the parking lot at the Trappe Fire House.  

Happy Sewing, 

Lou D. 

Monthly Meeting 
Outreach Sew-In 

Trappe Volunteer Firehouse 
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Bayside Quilters of the Eastern Shore, Inc. 

PO Box 2672, 116 East Dover Street 

Easton, MD 21601 
baysidequilters@gmail.com 
www.baysidequilters.com 

2025-2026 Officers 

 

 

 

President: Lou Diefenderfer 

 Vice-President: Karli Abbott 

Secretary: Patti DeWitt 

Treasurer: 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Lisa Schober 

Kris Smith 

Programs: 

Co-Chair: 

Marianne Hamilton 
Sharon Miller 

 
Outreach: 

Assistant: 

Jan Bohn 

Pat Massimini 

Education and 
Preservation: 

Jo Verne 

Advisory Group 

Beekeeper: Mary Chaplain 

Historian: Anita Brayton 

Membership: Kate Oursler 

Membership Directory: Sharon Miller 

Newsletter: Sharon Miller 

Free/Sale Tables: Alice Kish 

Property Manager: Jackie Granger 

Publicity: TBA 

Room Coordinator: Lou Diefenderfer 

Winter Retreat: Jan Bohn 

Sunshine Chair: Debbie Brobst 

4-H Liaison: Lou Diefenderfer 

Web Site Administrator Pat Massimini 

Facebook Facilitator Kay Butler 

Audio Visual: Pat Massimini 

Membership Meeting 

2
nd

 Wednesday of the Month, 9AM 

Trappe Volunteer Fire Department 

 

SNOW POLICY 
If Talbot County school is cancelled the in-person Bayside meeting at 

the Firehouse is cancelled. 

Zoom lectures will not be canceled due to snow, only the in-person 
option will be canceled 
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January was a great free table! There were so 
many great magazines and patterns. Our new 
table area, the Stash Reduction Project, was full 
of Everything BLUE. This month all was donated 
to benefit Bayside and there were many 
bargains, especially from the studio clean out by 

Jean Rhian, Jo Verne and Elaine Neale. Others came with their boxes 
of BLUE to add to the sale. It was great and we handed the cash to Kris 
Smith to add to our coffers.  

This month the theme is RED. Red is the warmest color of all. It’s fire 
and sunsets and passion and chilis and Valentines. It’s in patriotic quilts 
and Baltimore albums. It’s one of the three primary colors. So..sort your 
reds and bring some to sell. Remember, you can sell for yourself or you 
can donate to Bayside and I will sell it. If you are selling for yourself be 
sure to bring change and a money jar. If you are a bargain hunter and 
ready to buy RED please bring smaller change than a $20 bill. We run 
out of change fast!  

I’m looking forward to the warm room that will result from an infusion of 
RED. Thank you to all who donated and to those who bought.  

Remember RED is the theme for the SALE items at the Stash 
Reduction Project tables. The Free table is still the Wild West::anything 
goes! So continue to clean out your sewing space.  

Also March Stash Reduction will be GREEN. April will be FLORALS.  

 

Alice Kish 

Table
al k

February is Red 
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Bayside Quilters Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2026  

 

The January Meeting of the Bayside Quilters of the Eastern Shore was held at the Trappe Volunteer Fire 
Company. A quorum was present in person. Lou Diefenderfer, President, called the meeting to order at 
9:30 a.m. All attendees were warmly welcomed.  

Announcements: One guest, Rosemary Tapp, was introduced. She also became a new member before 
the meeting was over. Lou reminded attendees about Alice’s Stash Reduction Sale. Next month is Red. 
Bring your red fabric donations and your cash. 

Secretary’s Report: The minutes were accepted as written.  

Treasurer’s Report: Kris Smith, Assistant Treasurer, provided an update of the guild’s financial status. She 
says everything is good. She also let us know Maker’s Day net profit is $8,300.  

Committee Reports: 

 Outreach – Pat Massimini, Outreach Assistant, thanked everyone for helping with our Outreach 
Goals. Members donated fabric, cut fabric, put kits together, pieced tops/pillows/banners/etc., longarmed 
all those beautiful tops, delivered the finished products to the final destinations and so much more. A 
special thank you went out to Kathy for the embroidered labels. January 28

th
 is the next monthly sew in at 

the Emmanual Lutheran Church, 10 a.m. – until. Reminder: The monthly sew ins are the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, please join us when you can. Bring a guest with you. We have lots to do and 
need lots of help. The February guild meeting program is dedicated to Outreach. Please bring your sewing 
supplies and machine to help create magic. There will be a Mystery Quilt Project to make twin size quilts 
for very seriously ill children, approximately 70”x90”. These quilts will be donated to the Hole in the Wall 
Gang Camp by the Paul Newman Foundation in Queenstown.  

 Programs – Sharon Miller, Programs Co-chair, announced the March presentation is by Cathy 
Thornton from Crabby Quilters. The morning portion is her Trunk Show.  The afternoon class is the Laura 
Heine Technique. Cathy will also setup a popup shop.   

 Membership – Kate Oursler asked members to please take their new 2026 directories.    

Old Business: Nita has requested members make quilts to commensurate the 250
th
 Birthday of the United 

States. There are some stipulations: colors - red, white, blue, beige and or gold, write a brief description of 
your quilt, it can’t be any longer than 72 inches. Quilts will be displayed at the local library June thru 
August. You can opt to donate the quilt(s) to our Veteran Outreach. We need volunteers to help with 4-H 
Sewing Camp. 4-H’ers are coming from Talbot, Caroline and Dorchester Counties. First camp day is 
January 31

st
, Kin West is facilitating the project. The goal is to have the 4-H’er’s make items they can enter 

in their county fair. The dates to volunteer are January 31
st
, February 21

st
 and March 21

st
. Kris reminded 

everyone if they want to participate in the Ocean City Retreat to please see her.  

New Business: Karli Abbott, Vice President, read a very sweet thank you note from Jo Verne. Lou 
reminded everyone about her new purple ticket challenge. For every food item donated today and the 
February meeting you get a purple ticket. There will be two drawings, at the February meeting, for a 
special prize.  

Today’s Presentation: The Modern Quilting Bee and Modern Design & Critique Bee members presented 
their interpretation of the “Sun” and “Big Bold Botany”. What a creative group, we all loved their 
magnificent interpretations. Thank you for sharing!! 

Show & Tell: Show & Tell was enjoyed by all.  

Prize Winners: Congratulations to our winners of the Outreach drawing and the Show & Tell drawing. 
Thank you to Katie and Jaflex for donating the wonderful prizes. 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned by Lou at 11:40 a.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, Patti DeWitt, Secretary 
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Coming soon...a July Jubilee...a celebrity speaker, a fabulous class and a fantastic log 
cabin challenge. More on the speaker and class later. For now, here’s the scoop on the 

challenge. 

Make a quilt (an unbound or unquilted top is OK) no smaller than 144” perimeter—e.g., 
36” x 36” or  24” x 48”. It can be as big as you like! It must be new for this challenge, and 

new can mean finally completed in 2026 so check those UFOs. The idea is to do 
something creative with the log cabin block. It can be a quilt with as few as one log cabin 

block; it can be modern or traditional; but, whatever it is the log cabin 
must be recognizable. 

A challenge isn’t a challenge without judging and prizes.  
We will have two winners—Judge’s Choice and Viewer’s 

Choice and two great prizes—a beautiful ribbon and a 
substantial gift certificate. The judging will be done at the July 

Meeting’s Show and Tell and the prizes will be awarded  
at the August Luncheon. 

But, there’s more. Everyone must sign up by the March meeting, and everyone who signs 
up by March 11 AND presents their challenge at the July 8 meeting will get a swag bag 

full of goodies when they present their quilt in July. 

So let’s get busy and make some quilts that celebrate our July Jubilee and the ever 
popular log cabin block! And watch for the section “Challenge Chatter” over the next few 

months for more information on the log  cabin quilt. 

Challenge Chatter 
In 1863, Log Cabin quilts become very popular to help raise funds for 
the Union Army during the American Civil War. It was thought to be in 
honor of Abraham Lincoln, who grew up in a log cabin. Quilts continued 
to become very popular as our nation was nearing the year of its 
centennial in 1876. The 100-year anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence seemed like the perfect time to look at how 
far the nation had come, from log-cabin living to a prosperous 
civilization. 
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February 11 

Annual Outreach Sew In 
 

Come join us for a fun day of sewing for 
Outreach.  

 

The highlight of the day, if you choose to 
participate, will be making a twin size 

Mystery Quilt for one of the campers at the 
Paul Newman Hole in the Wall Gang camp. 

(See Pat’s article on page 10 for more 
information on how this activity will work.) 
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March 11 9:30AM 

Cathy Thornton from Crabby Quilter Presents 

 A Laura Heine Collage Trunk Show 

Afternoon Workshop 
Laura Heine Technique Workshop 

 

1 – 5PM $55 
 (Lunch & choice of kit below included) 

 

Using one of the mini kits below, learn the technique. This will 
allow you to successfully tackle any Laura Heine pattern!  

 
And...A Pop-Up Shop 



8 

 

April 8 9:30AM 

Susanne Jones 
“Fly Me to the Moon: An Art Quilt Journey”  

 

I'm an art quilter whose work is highly textured and realistic. Providing the 
opportunity for other artists to shine through exhibits and publications gives 
me great joy.  

Susanne highlight quilts from the Fly Me to the Moon collection which celebrates 
the Apollo missions and all things lunar. You will enjoy the stories behind the quilts 
and the artists who made them.  

Artists from 8 countries have created art quilts celebrating Man’s First Walk on the 
Moon. This multifaceted collection includes quilts that: commemorate the iconic 

images from the news; recall personal memories of July 20, 1969; honor all of the Apollo Missions; 
recognize all of the Apollo Astronauts; investigate scientific moon images; examine NASA’s cool tools; 
explain myths associated with the moon; define moon idioms; replay the music inspired by the moon; 
visit pop culture icons; and make us fall in love again under the romantic moon. All of the quilts in this 
collection are 18”wide and 30” long and were juried to be a cohesive exhibit. Although the quilts are 
varied in style, the theme is always the same, the moon.  

Workshop  
Thursday, April 9    9AM—4PM 

$60 class fee    $60 sneaker kit fee 

Class Fee Includes Lunch 

 

Step into style with this unique and creative 
workshop. In this class, you'll learn how to turn a 
simple quilted sandwich made from fat quarters 
into a fabulous, one-of-a-kind pair of quilted 
sneakers. 

From the sole up, you'll stitch, shape, and strut 
your way through the process, walking away with 
handmade kicks that are as bold and original as 
you are! 

You can choose from high-tops, classics, or low-
tops. The soles are available in European sizes, 
ranging from 36 to 47, and come in black or 
white. 

Susanne will provide all the necessary materials 
for this class, except for your machine and 
sewing essentials. Soles will be ordered ahead of 
time at the cost of $60 per pair. Please don’t ask 
for smaller than 36 or larger than 47. They don’t 
have them.  

We’ll provide you with a form that needs to be 
returned to us a month before class to ensure 
Susanne has the soles in time. 
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America is preparing to celebrate the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence and Bayside Quilters is going to 
be part of that celebration. How do we celebrate? With quilts, 
of course! Talbot County Free Library is our partner. If you saw 
the brochure and exhibit last year you know they do a great 
job of featuring our art.  

America250,  chaired by Rosie Rios, is the official 
commission designated by Congress to organize 

the commemoration (america250.org). To quote Ms. Rios, “That ongoing journey to become 
more perfect is exactly what we are commemorating and hopefully planting the seed for an 
even longer journey and a longer conversation about who we want to be as a country.”  

After discussing the project with Scotti from TCFL we think the following will work for 
Bayside and the library. 

Exhibit Time Frame:  June 1 through July 31, 2026. Staging on 
May 29, 2026. 

Color and Size: Red, white, blue, tan, gold or other colors that 
you would be appropriate to give to a Veteran, maybe a 
Maryland flag quilt. For hanging quilts, no longer than 72”.  Entry 
forms will be the same as the last exhibit. Photo and brief 
description for a brochure will be required. Smaller quilts will be 
fixed to the wall by pins. 

Hospice Donation:  You are invited to donate your quilt to a 
veteran in hospice care once the exhibit is taken down. It will be 
noted in the brochure.  

Do you have any questions not posed in this article that haven’t been considered yet? 
Email nitabnitab@yahoo.com or text 410-725-4323. 

-aNita Brayton 

 

And You Thought I Was Done! 

 

Many of you know the St. Michaels library has been closed for 
remodeling. They are reopening March 21, 2026. Bayside 
Quilters are asked to display quilts for the Children’s area. 
They would be displayed for as long as the maker would like. 
If you would want to participate Email nitabnitab@yahoo.com 
or text 410-725-4323. -aNita Brayton. I’ll collect those quilts at 
or before the March11 meeting. Please us the same entry 
form as for the Easton library exhibit. 

 

Email nitabnitab@yahoo.com or text 410-725-4323. 

-aNita Brayton 

http://america250.org
mailto:nitabnitab@yahoo.com
mailto:nitabnitab@yahoo.com
mailto:nitabnitab@yahoo.com


10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Outreach 

February 2026 

Are you getting excited about Bayside’s Outreach Day on February 11? If not, you 
need more information! Instead of a speaker we will have an all-day sew-in to make 
quilts for Outreach charities. There will be all the usual kits for quilt tops and mammo 
pillows and plenty of items that need hand sewing. Lunch will be provided and there 
will be prizes that are sure to please—think gift 
certificates to your favorite quilt stores! 

If you’d like to try something new, you can participate  in 
making a “mystery” quilt top. The mystery is that you 
won’t know what the quilt looks like until the final step 
when you assemble all the pieces you made in previous 
steps. You start by picking up a package of fabrics and 
the first set of instructions. You can work individually or 
in small teams to create and assemble blocks 
according to the clues. After you complete the first set 
of clues, you pick up additional fabric and instructions. 
You repeat the process until you complete a twin quilt 
top. If you work in a small team (2-3 people) you should 
be able to complete a twin quilt top by the end of the 
day. 

All of the twin quilt tops that we make on Outreach Day 
will be donated to the Paul Newman Hole in the Wall Gang camp, 
(holeinthewallgang.org), a  new facility that is opening in Queenstown in May 2026. 
This camp will provide children with rare diseases the opportunity to have a camp 
experience—and every child will receive a quilt. 

January was a tough month for traveling, and we had to cancel the Outreach sewing 
day at Immanual Lutheran. We are stubbornly optimistic that we will be able to meet on 
February  25, 10 am – 3 pm. Join your quilting sisters and spend some time with us as 
we sew for the community. 

Jan Bohn and Pat Massimini 
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Trappe Fire Company Sewing Camp Fundraisers 

February 12-15 

March 5-8 

Camp times: 8am-8pm Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  

Sunday 8am-4pm  

Donation price: 1 day $25, 2 days $40, 3 days $50 

4th day optional donation to TVFC 

For your donation you get: an 8 foot table, a chair and an extension 
cord.  

Feel free to bring a small portable iron & ironing pad; we will set up 
several irons around the room. We have a few rulers & mats to use in 
the closet. If you want to set up extra tables, the rule is you take them 
down & please put your chair back on the rack–this just helps Sonny & 

me at clean up time.  

Reminder: no perfume, smelly hairspray, or hand lotions as several of 
our quilters have severe allergies. Also, no 505 spray. 

Feel free to bring snacks/lunch/dinner or patronize Coffee Trappe or 
Momma Maria’s (food is excellent.). 

Thanks, Lou Diefenderfer 

410-924-1764 

If you are sewing for Outreach on Wednesday and coming to 
February’s camp, you may leave your machine at the fire 

house overnight. 
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4-H Classes Starting This Month 
 

4-H Classes are open to all 4-H members in Talbot, Caroline and 
Dorchester Counties; all classes run from 9:00 am-noon and are held 

at the Trappe Fire House. There will be three sessions: 

• First class: Saturday, February 21 with leader, Kin West. We will 
be making an embroidered block. 

• Second class: March 14. We will be sewing the block into a 
scarf. 

• Third class: March 21 with leader Jean Konopacz. We will be 
making a bag. 

  

Volunteers are needed for all sessions.  
 

If your are interested, please text, call 410-924-1764 or email Lou 
sistermbelle@aol.com. 

mailto:sistermbelle@aol.com
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BEE BUZZ 

Modern Design & Critique Bee 1-4 PM  
AKA Brackish Babes  
3rd Tuesday of the month 
Royal Oak Community United Methodist 
Church 
6968 Bellevue Road 
Royal Oak , MD, 21662 
Space is limited, please contact: 
Jean Rhian 410-253-7345, Mimi Morris 301
-613-0219 
 
Modern Quilting Bee 6:30 PM  
1

st
 Wednesday of the month  

Trappe Volunteer Fire House  
4001 Powell, Trappe, MD 21673 
Join us to learn about modern quilts, styles 
and techniques and to be inspired by 
interaction with modern quilters. 
Welcoming new members. Contact Lou 
Diefenderfer if you are interested or have 
questions 410-924-1764 
 
 

Outreach Bee 10 AM  
4

th
 Wednesday of the month  

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
7215 Ocean Gateway (Rt. 50), Easton, MD 
21601 
Jan Bohn 410-822-4688,  
Pat Massimini 703-336-3796  
 
Talbot Hospice Veteran’s Bee 10 AM 
Meets with Outreach  
4

th
 Wednesday of the month 

Immanuel Lutheran Church,  
7215 Ocean Gateway (Rt. 50), Easton, MD 
21601 
Judy Gross 1-240-605-8212 
mjgross1@verizon.net or  
Chris Dorset 410-364-5750 
chdorset@atlanticbb.net 

Please contact Bee Keeper Mary Chaplain, jrcmec@verizon.net, with 
changes. If you are interested in forming a Bee related to your favorite part 
of quilting, let Mary know and we’ll try and find others with your interests!  

Important Deadlines 

The following are gentle reminders of some deadlines. Adhering to these dates 
make all our volunteer jobs easier.  

Newsletter articles – 20th of month. They will appear in the newsletter that is sent 
out a week before the regular meeting. 

Reimbursement forms with invoices and/or receipts for Bayside expenses – 
Within 30 days of expense. 

Reimbursement checks to you – Please cash within 30 days of receipt. 

Payment for Workshops, Camps – Minimum of 10 days before event. Retreats 
will set a date that will be announced as needed. 

Zoom Invitations  
 

We will be sending all future Zoom invitations from the Bayside Quilters Zoom email address, 
baysidequilterszoom@gmail.com. Please make sure Bayside Quilters Zoom is a safe address for you so 
you don’t miss any invitations to Zoom meetings. 
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Support our area quilt Shops, LONG ARMERS, shows 

AND GUILD EVENTS! 

 
 

Treat your quilts to a professional finish. 

Offering overall edge to edge patterns or 

 beautiful freehand customization to make your quilt unique. 

Beautiful new studio in the heart of Oxford. 

Ten years of long arm quilting experience. 

See www.JKThreads.com or call Jean at 978-460-7132 

http://www.JKThreads.com
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FOR SALE 
 

Large BERNINA Trolly.   

Like New $150.00 

Contact Michele Anstatt.   
Micheleanstatt@gmail.com 

mailto:Micheleanstatt@gmail.com
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Brother NQ900PRW for sale.  

Just serviced. 

Includes: 

Slide-on extension table,  

Specific insert for SewEzi table, 

Knee lift, 

Several presser feet including 
walking foot and free motion foot.  

In roller case.  
 

$850.00 
 

Contact: Carol Clarke 
(cbclarke5846@gmail.com) 

FOR SALE 

Harriet Powers replica quilt 

Queen size 

$250 

 

Contact: 

Tyra Wingard 

earthspilgrim@gmail.com 

 Tyra Wingard  
earthspilgrim@gmail.com 
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Bus Trip to Hampton Roads 
MidAtlantic Quilt Show 
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February Birthdays 
 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday, All!!! 

WORKSHOP/CLASS COUPON 

WORKSHOP/CLASS COUPON ______________________________________________________ 

Date____/____/____ Time____  

MEMBER FEE $____________ NON-MEMBER FEE $___________ Check # ___________ 

 

NAME_________________________________ Email_________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

CITY_____________________________________________ STATE______ ZIP____________ 

BEST PHONE #__________________________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to “Bayside Quilters.” Include with completed coupon and bring to the next meeting or 
mail to Bayside Quilters, PO Box 2672, Easton, MD 21601. A Supply List will be emailed. If you want a pa-
per copy, send SASE with your payment and coupon to the same address. Please note: BAYSIDE QUILT-
ERS has a NO REFUND POLICY. 

Class Registration Policies 
Bayside Quilters of the Eastern Shore 

Established 11.19.2014 

Reservations for Classes – Both a Payment and a Workshop/Class Coupon must be presented to Class 
Registration in order to include your name on the Roster for any Bayside sponsored class, workshop, retreat, etc. 
Prices will be set per class. Non-members pay an additional fee per class. 

Student Cancellation Policy – Bayside Quilters has a NO REFUND POLICY. However, if the student can find 
someone to fill the seat, exchange of funds could occur between the two. Class Registration must be notified of 
all changes you wish to make on the Class Roster. 

Tina Baxter  2/8 

Barbara Greiman  2/8 

Kate Hogan 2/9 

Gail Lee  2/10 

Marcia Chambers 2/17 

Lou Diefenderfer 2/26 

Chris Dorset  2/26 
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April  8  & 9 

Susanne Jones 
“Fly Me to the Moon: 

An Art Quilt Journey” 

Thursday Workshop 

Snazzy Sneakers 

Sunshine 

Don’t forget, Debbie Brobst is the 
Sunshine Chair. If you know of anyone 
who needs some sunshine, please let 

Debbie know. 

Photos Needed 
Historian Nita Brayton needs a 
few photos from the sew ins or 
the Bees for the BQ scrapbook. 
Please bring them to a meeting 

or email them to her at 
"nitabnitab@yahoo.com". 

Donations to the Guild 

Bayside welcomes any donations you are able 
to make to help us support our Outreach, 
Education, and Preservation activities. All 

donations to the guild, a 501(c)(3) organization, 
are tax deductible. 

 

And, Finally... 

FOLLOW BAYSIDE ON FACEBOOK 
 

Our Facebook page is under the 
name of Bayside Quilters of the 

Eastern Shore. If you search using 
only Bayside Quilters you will get a 

quilters page but it’s not us.  
There are lots of great pictures from 
our meetings, thanks to Kay Butler, 

March 11 

Cathy Thornton 
Laura Heine Trunk Show 

Technique Workshop 

and 

Pop-Up Shop 

February 11 

Outreach 

Sew-In 

It’s a Mystery!!! 


